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In The Birth of Politics, Melissa Lane introduces the reader to the foundations of Western political thought,
from the Greeks, who invented democracy, to the Romans, who created a republic and then transformed it
into an empire. Tracing the origins of our political concepts from Socrates to Plutarch to Cicero, Lane
reminds us that the birth of politics was a story as much of individuals as ideas. Scouring the speeches of
lawyers alongside the speculations of philosophers, and the reflections of ex-slaves next to the popular
comedies and tragedies of the Greek and Roman stages, this book brings ancient ideas to life in unexpected
ways.

Lane shows how the Greeks and Romans defined politics with distinctive concepts, vocabulary, and
practices--all of which continue to influence politics and political aspirations around the world today. She
focuses on eight political ideas from the Greco-Roman world that are especially influential today: justice,
virtue, constitution, democracy, citizenship, cosmopolitanism, republic, and sovereignty. Lane also describes
how the ancient formulations of these ideas often challenge widely held modern assumptions--for example,
that it is possible to have political equality despite great economic inequality, or that political regimes can be
indifferent to the moral character of their citizens.

A stimulating introduction to the origins of our political ideas and ideals, The Birth of Politics demonstrates
how much we still have to learn from the political genius of the Greeks and Romans.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman
Political Ideas and Why They Matter is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Derrick Robertson:

This The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They Matter is great reserve for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word
or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They
Matter in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Gloria Pruitt:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman
Political Ideas and Why They Matter or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and
Why They Matter to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Keri Lo:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Birth of Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They Matter we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Birth of



Politics: Eight Greek and Roman Political Ideas and Why They Matter. You can more desirable than now.
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