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"It took me a long time and most of the world to learn what I know about love and fate and the choices we
make, but the heart of it came to me in an instant, while I was chained to a wall and being tortured."

So begins this epic, mesmerizing first novel set in the underworld of contemporary Bombay. Shantaram is
narrated by Lin, an escaped convict with a false passport who flees maximum security prison in Australia for
the teeming streets of a city where he can disappear.

Accompanied by his guide and faithful friend, Prabaker, the two enter Bombay's hidden society of beggars
and gangsters, prostitutes and holy men, soldiers and actors, and Indians and exiles from other countries,
who seek in this remarkable place what they cannot find elsewhere.

As a hunted man without a home, family, or identity, Lin searches for love and meaning while running a
clinic in one of the city's poorest slums, and serving his apprenticeship in the dark arts of the Bombay mafia.
The search leads him to war, prison torture, murder, and a series of enigmatic and bloody betrayals. The keys
to unlock the mysteries and intrigues that bind Lin are held by two people. The first is Khader Khan: mafia
godfather, criminal-philosopher-saint, and mentor to Lin in the underworld of the Golden City. The second is
Karla: elusive, dangerous, and beautiful, whose passions are driven by secrets that torment her and yet give
her a terrible power.

Burning slums and five-star hotels, romantic love and prison agonies, criminal wars and Bollywood films,
spiritual gurus and mujaheddin guerrillas---this huge novel has the world of human experience in its reach,
and a passionate love for India at its heart. Based on the life of the author, it is by any measure the debut of
an extraordinary voice in literature.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

The experience that you get from Shantaram: A Novel may be the more deep you excavating the information
that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Shantaram: A Novel giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this Shantaram: A Novel instantly.

Dennis Simpson:

The particular book Shantaram: A Novel will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book Shantaram: A Novel is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Byron Angle:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Shantaram: A Novel.

Desiree Grajeda:

The reserve with title Shantaram: A Novel has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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