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The first edition of Bearing Witness brought together for the first time 176 slave narratives from the state of
Arkansas. Now, this new edition adds ten previously undiscovered accounts. No one knew the truths of
slavery better than the slaves themselves, but no one consulted them until the 1930s. Then, recognizing that
this generation of unique witnesses would soon be lost to history, the Works Progress Administration's
Federal Writers' Project acted to interview as many former slaves as possible. In a continuation of the
project's interest in the life histories of ordinary people, writers interviewed over two thousand former slaves,
more than a third of them in Arkansas. These oral histories were first published in the 1970s in a thirty-nine-
volume series organized by state, and they transformed America's understanding of slavery. They have
offered crucial evidence on a variety of other topics as well: the Civil War, Reconstruction, agricultural
practices, everyday life, and oral history itself. But some former Arkansas slaves were interviewed in Texas,
Oklahoma, and other states, so their narratives were published in those other collections. And more than half
of the testimonies in the Arkansas volume were interviews with people who had moved to Arkansas after
freedom. Folklorist George Lankford combed all of the state collections for the testimonies properly
belonging to Arkansas and deleted from this state's collection the testimony of later migrants
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

With other case, little folks like to read book Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Carolyn Rolon:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features
high quality.

Lisa Madruga:

The reason why? Because this Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Daniel Martin:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Bearing Witness:
Memories of Arkansas Slavery that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start



studying as your good habit, you can pick Bearing Witness: Memories of Arkansas Slavery become your
own personal starter.
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