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A systematic introduction into the mimetic theory of the French-American literary theorist and philosophical
anthropologist René Girard, this essential text explains its three main pillars (mimetic desire, the scapegoat
mechanism, and the Biblical “difference”) with the help of examples from literature and philosophy. This
book also offers an overview of René Girard’s life and work, showing how much mimetic theory results
from existential and spiritual insights into one’s own mimetic entanglements. Furthermore it examines the
broader implications of Girard’s theories, from the mimetic aspect of sovereignty and wars to the
relationship between the scapegoat mechanism and the question of capital punishment. Mimetic theory is
placed within the context of current cultural and political debates like the relationship between religion and
modernity, terrorism, the death penalty, and gender issues. Drawing textual examples from European
literature (Cervantes, Shakespeare, Goethe, Kleist, Stendhal, Storm, Flaubert, Dostoevsky, Proust) and
philosophy (Plato, Camus, Sartre, Lévi-Strauss, Derrida, Vattimo), Palaver uses mimetic theory to explore
the themes they present. A highly accessible book, this text is complemented by bibliographical references to
Girard’s widespread work and secondary literature on mimetic theory and its applications, comprising a
valuable bibliographical archive that provides the reader with an overview of the development and
discussion of mimetic theory until the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This René Girard's Mimetic Theory
(Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Thomas Baldwin:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline René Girard's
Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Kirk Qualls:

Often the book René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) will bring someone
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book René Girard's Mimetic Theory
(Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Karen Garcia:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies
in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
a book and read it. Beside that the e-book René Girard's Mimetic Theory (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, &
Culture) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of these time.
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