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At once historically and theoretically informed, these essays invite the reader to think of religion
dynamically, reconsidering American religious history in terms of practices that are linked to specific social
contexts. The point of departure is the concept of "lived religion." Discussing such topics as gift exchange,
cremation, hymn-singing, and women's spirituality, a group of leading sociologists and historians of religion
explore the many facets of how people carry out their religious beliefs on a daily basis. As David Hall notes
in his introduction, a history of practices "encompasses the tensions, the ongoing struggle of definition, that
are constituted within every religious tradition and that are always present in how people choose to act.
Practice thus suggests that any synthesis is provisional."

The volume opens with two essays by Robert Orsi and Danièle Hervieu-Léger that offer an overview of the
rapidly growing study of lived religion, with Hervieu-Léger using the Catholic charismatic renewal
movement in France as a window through which to explore the coexistence of regulation and spontaneity
within religious practice. Anne S. Brown and David D. Hall examine family strategies and church
membership in early New England. Leigh Eric Schmidt looks at the complex meanings of gift-giving in
America. Stephen Prothero writes about the cremation movement in the late nineteenth century. In an essay
on the narrative structure of Mrs. Cowman's Streams in the Desert, Cheryl Forbes considers the devotional
lives of everyday women. Michael McNally uses the practice of hymn-singing among the Ojibwa to
reexamine the categories of native and Christian religion. In essays centering on domestic life, Rebecca
Kneale Gould investigates modern homesteading as lived religion while R. Marie Griffith treats home-
oriented spirituality in the Women's Aglow Fellowship. In "Golden- Rule Christianity," Nancy Ammerman
talks about lived religion in the American mainstream.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need this specific Lived Religion in America to read.

Amanda Chatham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Lived Religion in
America that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Lived Religion in America become your current starter.

Solange Smith:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Lived Religion in America publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still skepticism Lived Religion in America as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Carlos Thornton:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Lived Religion in America is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically
the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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