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While slavery is often at the heart of debates over the causes of the Civil War, historians are not agreed on
precisely what aspect of slavery--with its various social, economic, political, cultural, and moral
ramifications--gave rise to the sectional rift. In Calculating the Value of the Union, James Huston integrates
economic, social, and political history to argue that the issue of property rights as it pertained to slavery was
at the center of the Civil War.

In the early years of the nineteenth century, southern slaveholders sought a national definition of property
rights that would recognize and protect their ownership of slaves. Northern interests, on the other hand,
opposed any national interpretation of property rights because of the threat slavery posed to the northern free
labor market, particularly if allowed to spread to western territories. This impasse sparked a process of
political realignment that culminated in the creation of the Republican Party, ultimately leading to the
secession crisis.

Deeply researched and carefully written, this study rebuts recent trends in antebellum historiography and
persuasively argues for a fundamentally economic interpretation of the slavery issue and the coming of the
Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Youngblood:

The ability that you get from Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the
Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) is a more deep you excavating the information that
hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the
Civil War (Civil War America) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the
Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) instantly.

Raymond Littlefield:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property
Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America) can be very good book to read. May
be it could be best activity to you.

Thomas Ellis:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery,
Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil War (Civil War America), you could enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Michael Emery:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful



images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Calculating the Value of the Union: Slavery, Property Rights, and the Economic Origins of the Civil
War (Civil War America) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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