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The riveting, mega-bestselling, beloved and highly acclaimed memoir of a man, a vocation, and an era
named one of the ten best nonfiction titles of 2007 by Time and Entertainment Weekly.

In the mid-seventies, Steve Martin exploded onto the comedy scene. By 1978 he was the biggest concert
draw in the history of stand-up. In 1981 he quit forever. This book is, in his own words, the story of “why I
did stand-up and why I walked away.”

Emmy and Grammy Award–winner, author of the acclaimed New York Times bestsellers Shopgirl and The
Pleasure of My Company, and a regular contributor to The New Yorker, Martin has always been a writer. His
memoir of his years in stand-up is candid, spectacularly amusing, and beautifully written.

At age ten Martin started his career at Disneyland, selling guidebooks in the newly opened theme park. In the
decade that followed, he worked in the Disney magic shop and the Bird Cage Theatre at Knott’s Berry Farm,
performing his first magic/comedy act a dozen times a week. The story of these years, during which he
practiced and honed his craft, is moving and revelatory. The dedication to excellence and innovation is
formed at an astonishingly early age and never wavers or wanes.

Martin illuminates the sacrifice, discipline, and originality that made him an icon and informs his work to
this day. To be this good, to perform so frequently, was isolating and lonely. It took Martin decades to
reconnect with his parents and sister, and he tells that story with great tenderness. Martin also paints a
portrait of his times—the era of free love and protests against the war in Vietnam, the heady irreverence of
The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour in the late sixties, and the transformative new voice of Saturday Night
Live in the seventies.

Throughout the text, Martin has placed photographs, many never seen before. Born Standing Up is a superb
testament to the sheer tenacity, focus, and daring of one of the greatest and most iconoclastic comedians of
all time.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Potter:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
of Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you even now
thinking Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

April Hannah:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life is kind
of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Edward White:

Beside this particular Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
at times have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Irma Lovern:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By the book Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Born Standing Up: A Comic's Life. You can
more inviting than now.
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