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The definitive biography of the fascinating William James, whose life and writing put an indelible stamp on
psychology, philosophy, teaching, and religion -- on modernism itself

Pivotal member of the Metaphysical Club, author of The Varieties of Religious Experience, eldest sibling in
the extraordinary James family, William emerges here as an immensely complex and curious man.

William James, ten years in the making, draws on a vast number of unpublished letters, journals, and family
records to illuminate what James himself called the "buzzing blooming confusion" of his life. Richardson
shows James struggling to achieve amid the domestic chaos and intellectual brilliance of his father, his
brother Henry, and his sister Alice. There are portraits of James's early years as a student at the appallingly
hidebound Harvard of the 1860s. And there are the harrowing suicidal episodes, after which James, still a
young man, turns from depression to action with "a heave of will." Through impassioned scholarship,
Richardson illuminates James's hugely influential works: the Varieties, Principles of Psychology, Talks to
Teachers, and Pragmatism.

As a longtime professor James taught courage and risk-taking. He was W.E.B. Du Bois's adviser and teacher,
and he told another of his students, Gertrude Stein, to reject nothing -- that rejecting anything was the
beginning of the end for an intellectual. One of the great figures in mysticism, James coined the phrase
"stream of consciousness."
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Althoff:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this William James: In
the Maelstrom of American Modernism.

Sherrie Smith:

The reason why? Because this William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Donnie Ned:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Barbra Walker:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is William James: In the Maelstrom of American Modernism this reserve consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up.



The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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