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In the compassionate yet frank meditation, two of America's leading voices on affirmative action make the
convincing case that it is time for a more humane understanding of this controversial policy. Told from the
richly personal and occasionally diverging perspectives of an African American man and an Asian American
woman, We Won't Go Back offers an impassioned, generous vision for the policy's expansion - one that see
affirmative action as a gain for all. Combining personal memoir, careful analysis, and the stories of those
who have shaped the policy over the decades, Lawrence and Matsuda reveal what affirmative action has
meant in real terms, in people's lives - from the communities that struggled for its initial passage to parents
who fight today for their child's fair shot. In the process, the authors eloquently consider some of the policy's
most divisive issues: How do African Americans feel about the judicial ascendancy of Clarence Thomas?
Why have the majority of women remained silent on affirmative action? Do Asian Americans need the
policy? How are issues of hate speech and political correctness tied to it? Perhaps most striking is the human
face of affimative action today, which emerges radiantly from the stories gathered here. We meet Anthony
Romero, a Latino raised by his immigrant parents in a Bronx housing project, now director of a prominent
human rights organization; Robert Demmons, a trailblazer who successfully tackled discrimination in his
local fire department; LaDoris Hazzard Cordell, the first African American woman to become a Superior
Court judge in her county; and Bernadette Gross, a carpenter who rose triumphantly in a male-dominated
profession. Their tales and others' force the question: Which people are in the room because of affirmative
action, and what would we lose if they were no longer there? They also offer a searching reminder of those
who wait outside the doors of continued exclusion. At its heart, We Won't Go Back is a deeply spiritual book
that asks what it is that we, as Americans, value. Do we really wish to live in a world where there is no sense
of generosity, caring, or community? The stories of abundant hope and grace in these pages answer with a
resounding no.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Berry:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for
Affirmative Action is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mildred Bostwick:

This We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for Affirmative Action tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for
Affirmative Action can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for Affirmative Action giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Eric Saunders:

Beside this We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for Affirmative Action in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for Affirmative Action
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Jennifer Fountain:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for Affirmative Action when you needed
it?
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