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"The whole power over the subject of religion is left exclusively to the State governments, to be acted upon
according to their justice and the State Constitutions," wrote Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story in his
Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, 1833. Who was Joseph Story? He was the founder of
Harvard Law School and appointed to the Supreme Court by President James Madison - the same James
Madison who introduced the First Amendment in the first session of Congress. To understand the
progression of religious freedom in America, it is necessary to review the Constitutions of the original
thirteen States, together with the Colonial Charters that preceded them, i.e.: VIRGINIA CHARTER OF
KING JAMES I, 1606 "...propagating of Christian Religion to such People as yet live in Darkness..."
DELAWARE CHARTER OF KING ADOLPHUS, 1626 "...further propagation of the Holy Gospel..."
MASSACHUSETTS CONSTITUTION, 1780, Part 1, Article 3 "Every denomination of Christians...shall be
equally under the protection of the law and no subordination of any one sect or denomination to another shall
ever be established..." PENNSYLVANIA CONSTITUTION, 1968, Article 1, Section 3 "All men have a
natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences..."
NORTH CAROLINA CONSTITUTION, 1971, Article 11, Section 4 "Beneficent provision for the poor, the
unfortunate, and the orphan is one of the first duties of a civilized and a Christian state..." Examining
Charters, Constitutions, Court Decisions and Correspondence, this overview of history is intended as a study
help for those interested in discovering the role religion played in America's original thirteen States. The
process of how the Federal Courts removed religion from States' jurisdiction, most notably in the 1947
Everson v. Board of Education case, and subsequently evolved it into its present interpretation is the subject
of another book.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book The Original 13: A Documentary History of Religion in
America's First Thirteen States. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a new book The Original 13: A Documentary History of Religion in America's
First Thirteen States. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Julio Yates:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular The Original 13: A Documentary History of
Religion in America's First Thirteen States book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Ida Shrout:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Original 13:
A Documentary History of Religion in America's First Thirteen States suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Original 13: A Documentary History of
Religion in America's First Thirteen Statesis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Bryan Donovan:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Original 13: A Documentary
History of Religion in America's First Thirteen States is simple to create you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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