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On the night of September 12-13, 1971, Lin Biao, Mao Zedong’s officially recognized closest comrade-in-
arms and chosen successor, was killed in a mysterious plane crash in Mongolia. The Chinese government did
not issue an announcement of Lin’s death, and it became generally known only in the summer of 1972, when
the official explanation stated that Lin had masterminded plans for a coup d’état and the assassination of
Mao, and died fleeing to the Soviet Union after both plans had failed. But no convincing proof was offered to
substantiate these claims, and the Lin Biao incident has remained an unsolved mystery.

The author brings unique credentials to her reexamination of the incident. She is the daughter of the former
commander-in-chief of the Chinese air force, who served under Lin and, along with thousands of others, was
imprisoned as a result of the purges that followed Lin’s death. For this book, she has drawn upon her father’s
unpublished memoirs, interviews with former high government officials and their families, and her own
experience and acquaintances among the government’s elite families, as well as an abundance of newly
available documents. The book reexplores three key questions surrounding the Lin Biao incident: Why
would Lin, the brilliant architect of pivotal victories in the Civil War who had been doggedly loyal to Mao
for decades, suddenly attempt an ill-conceived coup? Why, when the alleged coup failed, would he defect to
the Soviet Union? And why and how did Lin’s plane crash?

Challenging the official account, this book puts forth a radically different interpretation of the incident,
arguing that in a narrow sense it was a consequence of the poisonous interplay of governmental politics and
family politics during the Cultural Revolution. The roles of Lin’s wife, Ye Qun, and son, Lin Liguo, in the
events leading up to the fateful flight are fully discussed for the first time in any language. This view is
vividly set forth against a moving portrayal of Chinese society in the throes of the Cultural Revolution and
the increasingly desperate efforts of an aging Mao to assure his own immortality.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Calvert:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao
Incident in the Cultural Revolution will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Patricia Mattox:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao
Incident in the Cultural Revolution as your daily resource information.

Ronald Marinelli:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have
that. What you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books.
One of many books in the top list in your reading list will be The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in
the Cultural Revolution. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Verna Hibbard:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is
very important for yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the
Cultural Revolution can make you really feel more interested to read.
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