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Considered one of the most influential and articulate figures in American anthropology, Ruth Benedict
(1887–1948) was trained by Franz Boas and Elsie Clews Parsons and collaborated with the equally
renowned anthropologist Margaret Mead, a student of hers with whom she was for a time romantically
involved. When Benedict died suddenly at the age of sixty-one, she was popularly known for two best-
selling works: Patterns of Culture, which became an exemplary model of the integration of societies, and
The Chrysanthemum and the Sword, a study of Japanese culture commissioned by the U.S. government
during World War II.
 
Benedict's lasting contribution to anthropology, however, cannot be appreciated solely through her more
famous works. Equally innovative were her unpublished or little-noticed writings, which covered such topics
as cross-cultural attributes of free societies, the national cultures of Thailand and Romania, and the
comparison of Asian consensus politics with American political patterns. This biography by one of
Benedict's last graduate students, Virginia Heyer Young, draws on these works, on Benedict’s
correspondence and collaborative work with Margaret Mead, and on unpublished course notes. Young finds
the ordering patterns in the rich materials Benedict left in her papers and demonstrates that Benedict was
embarking on new interpretive directions in the last decade of her life—bringing her methods of holistic
comparison to bear on contemporary cultures and on the dynamics of social cohesion. Benedict’s work, in
fact, anticipated trends in anthropology in the decades to come by projecting a framework of individuals not
only shaped by their culture but also using their culture for personal or collective objectives.
 
Young's arresting and nuanced portrait of Benedict in her last years leads one to wonder what direction
American anthropology might have taken had Benedict completed the book she was working on at the time
of her death.
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From reader reviews:

Daria Gertz:

This book untitled Ruth Benedict: Beyond Relativity, Beyond Pattern (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this
book from your list.

Michele Stein:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ruth Benedict: Beyond
Relativity, Beyond Pattern (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology) can be the reply, oh how comes?
A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Tommy Cowen:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ruth Benedict: Beyond Relativity, Beyond Pattern (Critical Studies
in the History of Anthropology) can make you feel more interested to read.

Joshua Molina:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Ruth Benedict: Beyond Relativity, Beyond Pattern (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology) when you needed it?
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