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As a nation of immigrants, the American experience is vibrantly defined by the diverse racial, ethnic,
cultural, and religious heritage of its people. Perhaps because so many of their ancestors migrated to this
country relatively recently, Americans are especially concerned with their family trees, carving out personal
histories by combing through documents such as wills and estate records, federal and state censuses, and
private family papers, and mining the stories and tales handed down to them by their forebears.

Since 2007, the Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr., has been helping African Americans find long-
buried details about their ancestors by researching their family trees and then, when the paper trail ends, by
analyzing their DNA and marrying that information to a wealth of historical data. Now, in Faces of America
Gates explores the family trees of twelve of America’s most recognizable and extraordinary citizens,
individuals who learn that they are of Asian, English, French, German, Irish, Italian, Jamaican, Jewish,
Latino, Native American, Swiss, and Syrian ancestry: Inaugural poet Elizabeth Alexander, chef Mario Batali,
comedian and television personality Stephen Colbert, writer Louise Erdrich, writer Malcolm Gladwell,
actress Eva Longoria, cellist Yo Yo Ma, writer and director Mike Nichols, former monarch of Jordan Queen
Noor, surgeon and author Dr. Mehmet Oz, actress Meryl Streep, and Olympic gold medalist and figure
skater Kristi Yamaguchi.

In addition, each of the subjects in Faces of America underwent dense genotyping to trace their genetic
ancestry on their father’s line, their mother’s line, and their percentages of European, Asian, Native
American, and African ancestry. Faces of America unfolds as a riveting journey into our country’s complex
ancestral past. Readers will share in the surprise and delight, the shock and sadness of these twelve
individuals themselves as Gates unveils their rich family stories, traced back to their arrival on America’s
shores, and beyond, deep into the history of their ancestors’ countries of origin. America, as Gates shows us,
is a nation of many historical threads, interwoven and united in the present moment. In this compelling book,
Gates demonstrates that where we come from profoundly and fundamentally informs who we are today.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Faces of America: How 12
Extraordinary People Discovered their Pasts book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Paulette Rodriguez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Faces of America: How 12 Extraordinary
People Discovered their Pasts, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Bernice Bland:

Beside this particular Faces of America: How 12 Extraordinary People Discovered their Pasts in your phone,
it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Faces of America: How 12 Extraordinary People
Discovered their Pasts because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Richard Diller:

This Faces of America: How 12 Extraordinary People Discovered their Pasts is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Faces of
America: How 12 Extraordinary People Discovered their Pasts can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce
itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no



in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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