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Sakaue Toshié was born on August 14, 1925, into a family of tenant farmers and day laborers in the hamlet
of Kosugi. The world she entered was one of hard labor, poverty, dirt, disease, and frequent early death. By
the 1970s, that rural world had changed almost beyond recognition. Toshié is the story of that extraordinary
transformation as witnessed and experienced by Toshié herself. A sweeping social history of the Japanese
countryside in its twentieth-century transition from "peasant" to "consumer" society, the book is also a richly
textured account of the life of one village woman and her community caught up in the inexorable march of
historical events.

Through the lens of Toshié's life, Simon Partner shows us the realities of rural Japanese life during the 1930s
depression; daily existence under the wartime regime of "spiritual mobilization"; the land reform and its
consequences during occupation; and the rapid emergence of a consumer culture against the background of
agricultural mechanization during the 1950s and 1960s. In some ways representative and in other ways
unique, Toshié's narrative raises questions about conventional frameworks of twentieth-century Japanese
history, and about the place of individual agency and choice in an era often seen as dominated by the
impersonal forces of modernity: technology, state power, and capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Ward:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Toshié: A Story of Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan.

Eleanor Yoo:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Toshié: A Story of
Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Thelma Martin:

The book with title Toshié: A Story of Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan contains a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Karina McDermott:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Toshié: A Story of
Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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