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This volume brings together all of the known poetry and a selection of correspondence by an enormously
talented but underappreciated poet of the Harlem Renaissance. Cousin of novelist Dorothy West and friend
of Zora Neale Hurston, Helene Johnson (1905--1995) first gained literary prominence when James Weldon
Johnson and Robert Frost selected three of her poems for prizes in a 1926 competition. During the late 1920s
and early 1930s her poetry appeared in various small magazines, such as the Saturday Evening Quill, Palms,
Opportunity, and Harlem. In 1933 Johnson married, and two years later her last published poem, "Let Me
Sing My Song," appeared in Challenge, the journal West had founded to revive the spirit of the Harlem
Renaissance.

In his well-researched introduction, Verner D. Mitchell reconstructs Johnson's life, the details of which have
long been veiled from public view, and places her in the context of a vital literary tradition. In addition to
discussing her relationship with West, Hurston, and other black women writers, he explores the distinctive, at
times radical, qualities of her work. Ever willing to defy the genteel conventions that governed women's
writing, Johnson wrote poems on erotic themes and engaged the aesthetic, gender, and racial politics of her
time.

Cheryl A. Wall's foreword also celebrates Johnson's talent, particularly the ease with which she moved
among various verse forms -- from the rigor of the sonnet to the improvisational creativity of free black
vernacular. "An unexpected and most welcome gift," This Waiting for Love, Wall writes, is "an enduring
tribute" to "the vibrant poetry of Helene Johnson."
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From reader reviews:

Richard Benson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called This Waiting for Love:
Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jennifer Case:

This This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance are reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson,
Poet of the Harlem Renaissance can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of
the Harlem Renaissance giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Victor Brown:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this This
Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance can make you truly feel more interested
to read.

Ethel Orr:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson,
Poet of the Harlem Renaissance to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
available a book and read it. Beside that the e-book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the
Harlem Renaissance can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of this time.
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