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When did the kid who strolled the wooded path, trolled the stream, played pick-up ball in the back forty turn
into the child confined to the mall and the computer screen? How did "Go out and play!" go from parental
shooing to prescription? When did parents become afraid to send their children outdoors? Surveying the
landscape of childhood from the Civil War to our own day, this environmental history of growing up in
America asks why and how the nation's children have moved indoors, often losing touch with nature in the
process.

In the time the book covers, the nation that once lived in the country has migrated to the city, a move whose
implications and ramifications for youth Pamela Riney-Kehrberg explores in chapters concerning children's
adaptation to an increasingly urban and sometimes perilous environment. Her focus is largely on the
Midwest and Great Plains, where the response of families to profound economic and social changes can be
traced through its urban, suburban, and rural permutations—as summer camps, scouting, and nature
education take the place of children's unmediated experience of the natural world. As the story moves into
the mid-twentieth century, and technology in the form of radio and television begins to exert its allure,
Riney-Kehrberg brings her own experience to bear as she documents the emerging tug-of-war between
indoors and outdoors—and between the preferences of children and parents. It is a battle that children, at
home with their electronic amenities, seem to have won—an outcome whose meaning and likely
consequences this timely book helps us to understand.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Nature of Childhood: An
Environmental History of Growing Up in America since 1865 is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Donovan:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental History of Growing Up in America since 1865 the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental
History of Growing Up in America since 1865 giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Michael Stanford:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to your
account is The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental History of Growing Up in America since 1865 this
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of
you.

James Ritchey:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Nature of Childhood: An Environmental History of Growing
Up in America since 1865 was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big



benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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