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Do all questions have answers? How much can we know about the world? Is there such a thing as an
ultimate truth?

To be human is to want to know, but what we are able to observe is only a tiny portion of what’s “out there.”
In The Island of Knowledge, physicist Marcelo Gleiser traces our search for answers to the most fundamental
questions of existence. In so doing, he reaches a provocative conclusion: science, the main tool we use to
find answers, is fundamentally limited.

These limits to our knowledge arise both from our tools of exploration and from the nature of physical
reality: the speed of light, the uncertainty principle, the impossibility of seeing beyond the cosmic horizon,
the incompleteness theorem, and our own limitations as an intelligent species. Recognizing limits in this
way, Gleiser argues, is not a deterrent to progress or a surrendering to religion. Rather, it frees us to question
the meaning and nature of the universe while affirming the central role of life and ourselves in it. Science can
and must go on, but recognizing its limits reveals its true mission: to know the universe is to know ourselves.

Telling the dramatic story of our quest for understanding, The Island of Knowledge offers a highly original
exploration of the ideas of some of the greatest thinkers in history, from Plato to Einstein, and how they
affect us today. An authoritative, broad-ranging intellectual history of our search for knowledge and
meaning, The Island of Knowledge is a unique view of what it means to be human in a universe filled with
mystery.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Martz:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Island of Knowledge: The Limits
of Science and the Search for Meaning is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Oren Nelson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the
Search for Meaning. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Cora Blanchette:

You can find this The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning by look at
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Jessica Seymore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One
of them is niagra The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning.
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