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The Drug Wars in America, 1940-1973 argues that the U.S. government has clung to its militant drug war,
despite its obvious failures, because effective control of illicit traffic and consumption were never the critical
factors motivating its adoption in the first place. Instead, Kathleen J. Frydl shows that the shift from
regulating illicit drugs through taxes and tariffs to criminalizing the drug trade developed from, and was
marked by, other dilemmas of governance in an age of vastly expanding state power. Most believe the "drug
war" was inaugurated by President Richard Nixon's declaration of a war on drugs in 1971, but in fact his
announcement heralded changes that had taken place in the two decades prior. Frydl examines this critical
interval of time between regulation and prohibition, demonstrating that the war on drugs advanced certain
state agendas, such as policing inner cities or exercising power abroad. Although this refashioned approach
mechanically solved some vexing problems of state power, it endowed the country with a cumbersome and
costly "war" that drains resources and degrades important aspects of the American legal and political
tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Riley:

The book The Drug Wars in America, 1940-1973 can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Drug
Wars in America, 1940-1973? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book The Drug Wars in America, 1940-1973 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Shirley Jones:

The particular book The Drug Wars in America, 1940-1973 has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after scanning this book.

Cheree Kramer:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The The
Drug Wars in America, 1940-1973 will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Dorothy Penland:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Drug Wars in America, 1940-
1973 is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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