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A provocative reconsideration of a presidency on the brink of Civil War

Almost no president was as well trained and well prepared for the office as James Buchanan. He had served
in the Pennsylvania state legislature, the U.S. House, and the U.S. Senate; he was Secretary of State and was
even offered a seat on the Supreme Court. And yet, by every measure except his own, James Buchanan was a
miserable failure as president, leaving office in disgrace. Virtually all of his intentions were thwarted by his
own inability to compromise: he had been unable to resolve issues of slavery, caused his party to split-
thereby ensuring the election of the first Republican president, Abraham Lincoln-and made the Civil War all
but inevitable.

Historian Jean H. Baker explains that we have rightly placed Buchanan at the end of the presidential
rankings, but his poor presidency should not be an excuse to forget him. To study Buchanan is to consider
the implications of weak leadership in a time of national crisis. Elegantly written, Baker's volume offers a
balanced look at a crucial moment in our nation's history and explores a man who, when given the
opportunity, failed to rise to the challenge.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Taylor:

The book James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading
through a book James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 to get
your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a e-book James Buchanan:
The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Christopher Burnham:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book James Buchanan: The American Presidents
Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Dorothy Stanek:

This book untitled James Buchanan: The American Presidents Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from
your list.

Gloria White:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This James Buchanan: The American Presidents
Series: The 15th President, 1857-1861 can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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