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In 726 the Byzantine emperor, Leo III, issued an edict that all religious images in the empire were to be
destroyed, a directive that was later endorsed by a synod of the Church in 753 under his son, Constantine V.
If the policy of Iconoclasm had succeeded, the entire history of Christian art--and of the Christian church, at
least in the East--would have been altered.

Iconoclasm was defeated--by Byzantine politics, by popular revolts, by monastic piety, and, most
fundamentally of all, by theology, just as it had been theology that the opponents of images had used to
justify their actions. Analyzing an intriguing chapter in the history of ideas, the renowned scholar Jaroslav
Pelikan shows how a faith that began by attacking the worship of images ended first in permitting and then in
commanding it.

Pelikan charts the theological defense of icons during the Iconoclastic controversies of the eighth and ninth
centuries, whose high point came in A.D. 787, when the Second Council of Nicaea restored the cult of
images in the church. He demonstrates how the dogmas of the Trinity and the Incarnation eventually
provided the basic rationale for images: because the invisible God had become human and therefore
personally visible in Jesus Christ, it became permissible to make images of that Image. And because not only
the human nature of Christ, but that of his Mother had been transformed by the Incarnation, she, too, could
be "iconized," together with all the other saints and angels.

The iconographic "text" of the book is provided by one of the very few surviving icons from the period
before Iconoclasm, the Egyptian tapestry Icon of the Virgin now in the Cleveland Museum of Art. Other
icons serve to illustrate the theological argument, just as the theological argument serves to explain the icons.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

This Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 /
Bollingen Series, 35, 36) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the
Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Imago Dei: The Byzantine
Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36) giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen
Series, 35, 36) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Imago
Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen
Series, 35, 36) giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Dorothy Stanek:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon
Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36) this book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.



Christy Fowler:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, 1987 / Bollingen Series, 35, 36). This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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