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“Career is too pompous a word. It was a job, and I have always felt privileged to be paid for what I love
doing.” – Barbara Stanwyck

In the 1940s, film noir was at its peak, and Hollywood was churning out dark, mysterious, exotic and erotic
classics like The Big Sleep and To Have and Have Not, which helped turn some of the industry’s sultry
actresses into superstars. But in 1944, the premiere femme fatale was Barbara Stanwyck, who was the
highest paid woman in America that year, thanks to roles like Double Indemnity (1944), in which she uses
her persuasive powers to convince a man to commit murder. That film would earn Stanwyck 1 of her 4
Academy Award nominations, and after a nearly 60 year career in acting, the American Film Institute would
recognize her as the 11th greatest female screen legend of the 20th century.

If anything, Stanwyck’s reputation for being a femme fatale obscured the fact that she played strong women
that made her seem modern instead of traditional, and not just in noir films. In the comedy Ball of Fire, she
played a strong woman that one viewer described as "the kind of woman that makes whole civilizations
topple." Her versatility also led to roles in all kinds of genres, including Westerns and traditional dramas, but
that should come as no surprise because she was legendary around Hollywood for being a consummate
professional that everyone on set loved to work with. Frank Capra noted, “She was destined to be beloved by
all directors, actors, crews and extras. In a Hollywood popularity contest she would win first prize hands
down."

Stanwyck’s career was all the more remarkable because she suffered a tough childhood, especially once she
was orphaned at the age of 4. Naturally, her rags to riches story made her appreciate the ability to climb the
ladder in America and also instilled her with the belief that "hard work with the prospect of rich reward was
the American way." This also influenced her political beliefs during the mid-20th century, a contentious time
that witnessed the rise of McCarthyism and the Red Scare during the 1950s.

American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck examines the life and career of one of Hollywood’s
biggest stars. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Barbara
Stanwyck like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Timmer:

With other case, little folks like to read book American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

William Pak:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book American Legends: The Life of Barbara
Stanwyck will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Tanya Nolan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important usually. The book American Legends: The Life of Barbara
Stanwyck ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication American Legends: The Life of Barbara
Stanwyck is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Theodore Dubose:

This American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck can be on
the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this American Legends: The Life of Barbara Stanwyck forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So ,



let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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