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Chris Rock. Jamie Foxx. Steve Harvey. Dave Chappelle. Some of the biggest names in American
entertainment today all appeared at Raymond Lambert's club All Jokes Aside, the legendary Chicago
showcase for African-American comedy, early in their careers. This insightful memoir follows up on
Lambert's critically acclaimed 2012 Showtime documentary, Phunny Business, and tells the story of his life
as seen through the lens of All Jokes Aside—its successes, failures, and lessons learned.

By the late 1980s, Lambert was earning a six-figure salary as an investment banker on Wall Street, but
dreamed of starting his own company. With zero experience, an equally committed partner, and a little
borrowed money, he opened All Jokes Aside, and before long was helping to launch some of the biggest
names in comedy.

This is story of Lambert's journey, a behind-the-scenes look at the world of show business, and an inspiring
tale for any would-be entrepreneur. Chock-full of cautionary tales both humorous and dramatic, revealing
details on the early careers of top performers, and tangible guidance on how to build a business from the
ground up, this book is a much-needed recent history of black entertainment and a powerful memoir of
entrepreneurial ups and downs.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what type you should start with. This All Jokes Aside: Standup Comedy Is a Phunny
Business is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Ernestine Miller:

The publication with title All Jokes Aside: Standup Comedy Is a Phunny Business includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Albert Aucoin:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This All Jokes Aside: Standup Comedy Is a
Phunny Business can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Leon Moses:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book All Jokes Aside: Standup Comedy Is a Phunny
Business was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book All Jokes Aside:
Standup Comedy Is a Phunny Business has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.
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