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Called “our finest black-humorist” by The Atlantic Monthly, Kurt Vonnegut was one of the most influential
writers of the 20th century. Now his first and last works come together for the first time in print, in a
collection aptly titled after his famous phrase, We Are What We Pretend To Be.

Written to be sold under the pseudonym of “Mark Harvey,” Basic Training was never published in
Vonnegut’s lifetime. It appears to have been written in the late 1940s and is therefore Vonnegut’s first ever
novella. It is a bitter, profoundly disenchanted story that satirizes the military, authoritarianism, gender
relationships, parenthood and most of the assumed mid-century myths of the family. Haley Brandon, the
adolescent protagonist, comes to the farm of his relative, the old crazy who insists upon being called The
General, to learn to be a straight-shooting American. Haley’s only means of survival will lead him to
unflagging defiance of the General’s deranged (but oh so American, oh so military) values. This story and its
thirtyish author were no friends of the milieu to which the slick magazines’ advertisers were pitching their
products.

When Vonnegut passed away in 2007, he left his last novel unfinished. Entitled If God Were Alive Today,
this last work is a brutal satire on societal ignorance and carefree denial of the world’s major problems.
Protagonist Gil Berman is a middle-aged college lecturer and self-declared stand-up comedian who enjoys
cracking jokes in front of a college audience while societal dependence on fossil fuels has led to the
apocalypse. Described by Vonnegut as, “the stand-up comedian on Doomsday,” Gil is a character formed
from Vonnegut’s own rich experiences living in a reality Vonnegut himself considered inevitable.

Along with the two works of fiction, Vonnegut’s daughter, Nanette shares reminiscences about her father
and commentary on these two works—both exclusive to this edition.

In this fiction collection, published in print for the first time, exist Vonnegut’s grand themes: trust no one,
trust nothing; and the only constants are absurdity and resignation, which themselves cannot protect us from
the void but might divert.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what type you should start with. This We Are What We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Tammy Ely:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual We Are What We Pretend To Be:
The First and Last Works is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Christine Knox:

Precisely why? Because this We Are What We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Grant Rickard:

This We Are What We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this We Are What
We Pretend To Be: The First and Last Works can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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