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Following up on his two recent, widely acclaimed studies of ancient Israelite history and society, William
Dever here reconstructs the practice of religion in ancient Israel from the bottom up. Archaeological
excavations reveal numerous local and family shrines where sacrifices and other rituals were carried out.
Intrigued by this "folk religion" in all its variety and vitality, Dever writes about ordinary people in ancient
Israel and their everyday religious lives."Did God Have a Wife?"shines new light on the presence and
influence of women's cults in early Israel and their implications for our understanding of Israel's official
"Book religion." Dever pays particular attention to the goddess Asherah, reviled by the authors of the
Hebrew Bible as a foreign deity but, in the view of many modern scholars, popularly envisioned in early
Israel as the consort of biblical Yahweh. His work also gives new prominence to women as the custodians of
Israel's folk religion.The first book by an archaeologist on ancient Israelite religion, this fascinating study
critically reviews virtually all of the archaeological literature of the past generation, while also bringing fresh
evidence to the table. Though Dever digs deep into the past, his discussion is extensively illustrated,
unencumbered by footnotes, and vivid with colorful insights. Meant for professional and general audiences
alike, "Did God Have a Wife?"is sure to spur wide and passionate debate."
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Martinez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Did God Have a
Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel. All type of book are you able to see on many
options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Terra Runyan:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology
and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Otis Key:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Michael Sweet:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel we can acquire
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel. You can more pleasing than
now.
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