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Based on an actual, bloody dispute between wheat farmers and the Southern Pacific Railroad in 1880, “ The
Octopus’ is Frank Norris' story of the waning days of the frontier West. Based on an actual incident, "The
Octopus' is set in the San Joaquin Valley of central Californiatowards the end of the 19th century -- not long
before it was written. It concerns a dispute between the Pacific & Southwestern Railroad (in historical
reality, the Southern Pacific) which owns the land it runs through and the tenant wheat ranchers who farmit.
Thisis aturn-of-the-century epic of Californiawheat farmers struggling against the rapacity of the Pacific
and Southwestern Railroad, which will stop at nothing to extend its domination. The company controls the
local paper, the land, the legislature and, when the farmers organize to protect themselves, even manages to
control their representative on the state rate-fixing commission. An exemplary work of itstime, “The
Octopus’ uses the perpetual production of wheat as a metaphor for the continuous cycle of the good of the
earth prevailing over the evil of men, while examining the integrity and resolve of men faced with financial
ruin. An unremitting tale of greed and betrayal, it was originally intended as one-third of Norris never-
completed "Epic of the Wheat" trilogy.
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From reader reviews:
Mavis Strain:

The reserve untitled The Octopus. A California Story is the guide that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of study when write the book, so the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The Octopus: A
Cdlifornia Story from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

JuliaHale

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
haveit in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Octopus: A California Story can giveyou a
lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Octopus: A California Story.

Nancy Samuel:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Octopus. A California Story can make you truly feel more interested to
read.

Jenna Springer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading
isvery important as well as book asto be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Octopus: A California
Story.
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