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We all have opinions about the television shows we watch, but television criticism is about much more than
simply evaluating the merits of a particular show and deeming it 'good' or 'bad.' Rather, criticism uses the
close examination of a television program to explore that program's cultural significance, creative strategies,
and its place in a broader social context.
           
How to Watch Television brings together forty original essays from today's leading scholars on television
culture, writing about the programs they care (and think) the most about. Each essay focuses on a particular
television show, demonstrating one way to read the program and, through it, our media culture. The essays
model how to practice media criticism in accessible language, providing critical insights through analysis--
suggesting a way of looking at TV that students and interested viewers might emulate. The contributors
discuss a wide range of television programs past and present, covering many formats and genres, spanning
fiction and non-fiction, broadcast and cable, providing a broad representation of the programs that are
likely to be covered in a media studies course. While the book primarily focuses on American television,
important programs with international origins and transnational circulation are also covered.

Addressing television series from the medium's earliest days to contemporary online transformations of
television, How to Watch Television is designed to engender classroom discussion among television critics of
all backgrounds.

Ethan Thompson is Associate Professor at Texas A&M University - Corpus Christi. He is the author
of Parody and Taste in Postwar American Television Culture, and co-editor of Satire TV: Politics and
Comedy in the Post-Network Era.

Jason Mittell is Professor of Film & Media Culture and American Studies at Middlebury College. He is the
author of Genre and Television: From Cop Shows to Cartoons in American Culture, Television and
American Culture, and Complex TV: The Poetics of Contemporary Television Storytelling (New York
University Press, 2015).
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

Here thing why that How To Watch Television are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. How To Watch Television giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with How To Watch Television. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of How To
Watch Television in e-book can be your substitute.

Gregory McKinney:

The ability that you get from How To Watch Television will be the more deep you digging the information
that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but How To Watch Television giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular How To Watch Television instantly.

Cassandra Giron:

This How To Watch Television are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this How To Watch Television can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this How To Watch Television giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sharon Works:

This book untitled How To Watch Television to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this publication from your list.
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