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Throughout Western history, there have been those who felt compelled to share a dissenting opinion on
public matters, while still hoping to avoid the social, political, and even criminal consequences for exercising
free speech. In this collection of fourteen original essays, editors Han Baltussen and Peter J. Davis trace the
roots of censorship far beyond its supposed origins in early modern history.

Beginning with the ancient Greek concept of parrhêsia, and its Roman equivalent libertas, the contributors
to The Art of Veiled Speech examine lesser-known texts from historical periods, some famous for setting the
benchmark for free speech, such as fifth-century Athens and republican Rome, and others for censorship,
such as early imperial and late antique Rome. Medieval attempts to suppress heresy, the Spanish Inquisition,
and the writings of Thomas Hobbes during the Reformation are among the examples chosen to illustrate an
explicit link of cultural censorship across time, casting new light on a range of issues: Which circumstances
and limits on free speech were in play? What did it mean for someone to "speak up" or "speak truth to
authority"?

Drawing on poetry, history, drama, and moral and political philosophy the volume demonstrates the many
ways that writers over the last 2500 years have used wordplay, innuendo, and other forms of veiled speech to
conceal their subversive views, anticipating censorship and making efforts to get around it. The Art of Veiled
Speech offers new insights into the ingenious methods of self-censorship to express controversial views,
revealing that the human voice cannot be easily silenced.

Contributors: Pauline Allen, Han Baltussen, Megan Cassidy-Welch, Peter J. Davis, Andrew Hartwig,
Gesine Manuwald, Bronwen Neil, Lara O'Sullivan, Jon Parkin, John Penwill, François Soyer, Marcus
Wilson, Ioannis Ziogas
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to Hobbes as
the daily resource information.

Denise Zimmerman:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Art of
Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to Hobbes, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Michael Davis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to Hobbes.

Teresa Bradshaw:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely The Art of Veiled Speech: Self-Censorship from Aristophanes to
Hobbes. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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