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In this intellectual history of American liberalism during the second half of the nineteenth century, Leslie
Butler examines a group of nationally prominent and internationally oriented writers who sustained an
American tradition of self-consciously progressive and cosmopolitan reform. She addresses how these men
established a critical perspective on American racism, materialism, and jingoism in the decades between the
1850s and the 1890s while she recaptures their insistence on the ability of ordinary citizens to work toward
their limitless potential as intelligent and moral human beings.

At the core of Butler's study are the writers George William Curtis, Thomas Wentworth Higginson, James
Russell Lowell, and Charles Eliot Norton, a quartet of friends who would together define the humane
liberalism of America's late Victorian middle class. In creative engagement with such British intellectuals as
John Stuart Mill, Thomas Carlyle, Matthew Arnold, Leslie Stephen, John Ruskin, James Bryce, and Goldwin
Smith, these "critical Americans" articulated political ideals and cultural standards to suit the burgeoning
mass democracy the Civil War had created. This transatlantic framework informed their notions of educative
citizenship, print-based democratic politics, critically informed cultural dissemination, and a temperate,
deliberative foreign policy. Butler argues that a careful reexamination of these strands of late nineteenth-
century liberalism can help enrich a revitalized liberal tradition at the outset of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Long:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Critical Americans: Victorian
Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Richard Cassidy:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and
Transatlantic Liberal Reform can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Amanda Lara:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Sara Matthews:

Beside this Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Critical Americans: Victorian Intellectuals and Transatlantic Liberal Reform
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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